
GE THEME COURSES 
Overview 
Courses that are accepted into the General Education (GE) Themes must meet two sets of Expected 
Learning Outcomes (ELOs): those common for all GE Themes and one set specific to the content of 
the Theme. This form begins with the criteria common to all themes and has expandable sections 
relating to each specific theme. 

A course may be accepted into more than one Theme if the ELOs for each theme are met. Courses 
seeing approval for multiple Themes will complete a submission document for each theme.  Courses 
seeking approval as a 4-credit, Integrative Practices course need to complete a similar submission 
form for the chosen practice.  It may be helpful to consult your Director of Undergraduate Studies or 
appropriate support staff person as you develop and submit your course.   

Please enter text in the boxes to describe how your class will meet the ELOs of the Theme to which it 
applies. Please use language that is clear and concise and that colleagues outside of your discipline 
will be able to follow. You are encouraged to refer specifically to the syllabus submitted for the 
course, since the reviewers will also have that document Because this document will be used in the 
course review and approval process, you should be as specific as possible, listing concrete activities, 
specific theories, names of scholars, titles of textbooks etc.  

Accessibility 
 If you have a disability and have trouble accessing this document or need to receive it in another 
format, please reach out to Meg Daly at daly.66@osu.edu or call 614-247-8412. 

Course subject & number 

General Expectations of All Themes 
GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more 
advanced and in-depth level than the foundations. 

Please briefly identify the ways in which this course represents an advanced study of the focal 
theme.  In this context, “advanced” refers to courses that are e.g., synthetic, rely on research or 
cutting-edge findings, or deeply engage with the subject matter, among other possibilities. (50-500 
words) 



Course subject & number 

ELO 1.1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme. Please link this 
ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-
700 words) 

ELO 1.2 Engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will 
be met. (50-700 words) 



Course subject & number 

GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making 
connections to out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines 
and/or to work they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future. 

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will 
be met. (50-700 words) 

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and 
creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts. Please link 
this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 



Course subject & number 

Specific Expectations of Courses in Health & Wellbeing 
GOAL Students will explore and analyze health and wellbeing through attention to at least 
two dimensions of wellbeing.  (Ex: physical, mental, emotional, career, environmental, 
spiritual, intellectual, creative, financial, etc.). 

ELO 1.1 Explore and analyze health and wellbeing from theoretical, socio-economic, scientific, 
historical, cultural, technological, policy, and/or personal perspectives. Please link this ELO to the 
course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words) 

ELO 1.2 Identify, reflect on, and apply the skills needed for resiliency and wellbeing. Please link this 
ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 


	Overview
	Accessibility
	General Expectations of All Themes
	GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and in-depth level than the foundations.
	GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making connections to out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines and/or to work they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in ...

	Specific Expectations of Courses in Health & Wellbeing
	GOAL Students will explore and analyze health and wellbeing through attention to at least two dimensions of wellbeing.  (Ex: physical, mental, emotional, career, environmental, spiritual, intellectual, creative, financial, etc.).


	Course subject  number: SOCIOL 4XXX
	undefined: All students must complete a research project on a social inequality topic, broadly construed. There will be progress reports due throughout the semester and time during lab sessions dedicated to developing the paper to support students in completing this assignment. 

The research project will require considerable investment of time and effort over the course of the entire semester, with scaffolded assignments supporting that sustained effort. Students will begin by reviewing research and alternative communication vehicles for research on social inequality. Then they will move into collecting and evaluating data using the resources available through the Social Science Data Analysis Network and Social Explorer. On the basis of their reading and available data resources, they will pose a question of interest to a specific audience. They will learn to conduct descriptive analyses to answer that question. They will then write final research paper evaluating that question and targeting a specific audience. The lab section will be significantly focused on students developing research skills in utilizing publicly available data sources on inequality and social change. 
	Course subject & number: SOCIOL 4XXX
	How does this represent advanced study in this theme?: The course is an advanced study of inequality and social change along multiple dimensions. Features of the course which are advanced include:1) students read and analyze cutting-edge research on inequality and social change; 2) students take a lab in addition to the lecture in order to develop skills in reading empirical studies, identifying and accessing relevant publicly available data resources, and conducting descriptive analysis of existing data sources; 3) using skills developed in lecture, lab, and outside-of-class work, students complete an in-depth research project that integrates review of prior research, posing a research question, identifying relevant data and measures, conducting descriptive data analysis, and communicating to a selected audience; 4) students engage contemporary debates about the role of sociology and social science evidence in efforts to address social inequality; 5) students develop skills in synthetic reasoning by evaluating proposals for social change in light of their reading and analyzing of cutting-edge scholarship.
	ELO 1: 
	1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme: Lecture and lab sessions will together build skills needed to support student engagement in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of inequality and social change. Students develop skills in critical and logical thinking by:
* Writing weekly reading analysis papers which require them to synthesize and critically evaluate cutting-edge scholarship on inequality and social change and proposals for changing systems of inequality;
* Completing in-class lab assignments which build skills in analyzing empirical data on social diversity;
* Conducting a major research project which requires them to read, analyze, write, and present on an in-depth independent project on a specific topic in inequality and social change.
* Responding to professor, teaching assistant, and peer feedback on their staged research project assignments.
* Discussing and debating proposals for social change using evidence-based logical reasoning to evaluate alternative proposals and interventions. 

	1 Explore and analyze health and wellbeing from theoretical, socio-economic, scientific, historical, cultural, technological, policy, and/or personal perspectives: Students will read and analyze perspectives on economic and financial wellbeing and connections to disparities in physical and mental health including: 
* Analyzing the contribution of social inequality to disparities in economic/financial wellbeing, and physical and mental health; 
* Studying the relationship between alternative dimensions of wellbeing, including how  economic/financial wellbeing affects physical and mental health and vice versa.
* Evaluating available data sources and measures for adequacy in measurement of economic/financial wellbeing, and physical and mental health; 
 

	2 Identify, reflect on, and apply the skills needed for resiliency and wellbeing: Students will study alternative proposals for social change and listen to guest lecturers who have experience advocating for social change and develop skills in:
* Identifying the sources of resilience in the context of inequalities including by studying cases of resilience as well as cases of vulnerability;
* Evaluating asset-based versus deficit-based measures of wellbeing across diverse communities;
* Studying the "Problem-Solving Sociology" initiative spearheaded by Dr. Monica Prasad as in the light of social resiliency and wellbeing.
* Discussing and debating alternative proposals to improve human flourishing across all dimensions of wellbeing by redressing social inequality.

	ELO 2: 
	1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme: The format will require students to identify an audience to which they will communicate social science research on Inequality and Social Change. I will encourage students to select an audience relevant to their academic and/or career goals. Then they will write a research paper briefing that audience on an important area of social inequality, drawing on the conceptual and empirical knowledge students have developed in the course.
	2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts: Students will receive regular and constructive feedback as a learner. The lab sessions will be built around mastery of research skills as applied to specific questions in Inequality and Social Change. The lab sessions will begin by developing general skills and then move to intensive analysis for the final research paper. The final research paper project will include staged assignments to provide structure for students to achieve ambitious projects in the time of one semester. The staged assignments will also provide opportunities for regular instructor feedback. The staged research project will also provide opportunities for peer feedback and oral presentation, providing more opportunities for challenging contexts and feedback.



